Chapter 17
A. Key Concepts

a. Immigration

i. Nativism 

b. Industry

i. Why did industry succeed? Natural Resources, Immigration, Interchangeable parts, Entrepreneurs

c. Technology

d. Expansion

i. Homestead Act 1862-Offered 160 acres of land to any citizen willing to cultivate the land for 5 years

ii. Land Grant Act of 1862—gave federal land to each state to sell to raise money for public universities.  Much land was sold to railroads

e. Railroads

i. Pacific Railway Act of 1862—Congress gave railroad companies loans and land to subsidize construction of a railroad between Omaha and the Pacific

ii. 1877 the Great railroad strikes

1. Workers kept receiving pay cuts and longer hours

2. Wanted to have an 8 hour day, better pay and protection and child labor laws

3. workers struck in Maryland, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York and the Midwest

4. Hundreds died fighting federal troops and militia 

f. Capitalism
i. Carnegie—steel mogul

ii. Social Darwinism (survival of the fittest)

iii. Laisez Faire Capitalism—“If thou dost not sow, thou dost not reap”

iv. Gospel of Wealth—the wealthy return riches to the community in terms of philanthropy
v. Lester Ward (sociologist) argued that biological survival was different from civilized survival 

vi. Henry George (journalist) “material progress does not merely fail to relieve poverty—it actually produces it)

vii. ROBBER BARONS—are there any today?
g. Standard Oil

i. Rockerfeller


B. Chicago

a. Railway hub

b. Manufacturing hub—meatpacking, union stockyards

c. First mail order sales—catalogs, Montgomery Wards and Sears
d. Logical place for migration

C. Political Climate of the 1870s-80s

a. Democrats

i. Positioned themselves against economic interference

ii. Opposed prohibition

iii. Southern Democrats favored more states rights

b. Republicans

i. Forced a protective tariff to raise the price of imported goods to that of ones natively produced

c. Tweed in New York and widespread corruption with railroads, banks, credit unions and the Whiskey Ring

D. Other regions
a. Mexico—1861 European Debtors came to collect past due loans from Mexico

b. Mexico fought back under Benito Juarez

c. Emperor Maxamillian III was placed in command of Mexico in 1862

d. By The U.S. Civil War’s end, the Mexicans defeated Maximillian with perhaps some U.S. persuasion 

E. The struggle for equality

a. Southern blacks still battling

b. Pushing for the woman’s right to vote: Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
